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ABSTRACT

Optimizing zakat management plays an important role in
improving people's welfare and reducing social inequality.
This study aims to analyze how efficient zakat management
can have a positive impact on empowering the community's
economy, especially mustahik (zakat recipients). By utilizing

Keywords: technology in collecting and distributing zakat, as well as

paying attention to transparency and accountability, zakat
Zakat Optimization, Zakat funds can be distributed more effectively and precisely. In
Management, Mustahik addition, empowering mustahik through skills training and
Empowerment, Zakat business capital assistance has been proven to provide
Technology, Zakat positive results in increasing their economic independence.
Transparency, Sector Collaboration between zakat institutions, the government,
Collaboration, Community and the private sector is key to creating a sustainable zakat
Welfare distribution system. Although there are still challenges in

scalability and infrastructure, optimizing zakat management
has the potential to create a more just and prosperous society.
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INTRODUCTION

Zakat is one of the pillars of Islam which has a strategic role in creating the welfare of the
people.[1]. As a sharia financial instrument, zakat aims to purify wealth, while reducing
social and economic disparities among Muslims. In the Indonesian context, zakat is not only
seen as a religious obligation, but also as a tool that can be used to strengthen the people's
economy through fair and equitable distribution. Therefore, effective zakat management is
key to achieving these social and economic goals.[2][3].

However, despite the enormous potential of zakat in helping to improve the welfare of the
people, zakat management in Indonesia still faces various challenges. Many zakat
institutions have not been optimal in managing the zakat funds received, both in terms of
transparency, accountability, and targeted distribution. This causes most of the zakat
collected to fail to achieve its main objective, namely the economic empowerment of the poor
and underprivileged.[4].
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With the development of increasingly advanced technology and information systems, there
is a great opportunity to optimize zakat management. The use of technology can accelerate
the process of collecting, distributing, and monitoring zakat in a more transparent and
accountable manner. In addition, a more strategic approach in terms of empowering
mustahik, such as skills training, business capital assistance, and business mentoring, can
provide a more significant impact in the long term. Therefore, it is important to conduct a
study on how optimizing zakat management can contribute to improving the welfare of the
community.[5][6].

The importance of optimizing zakat management is not only limited to fundraising, but also
to the aspect of targeted distribution. In this case, the role of well-organized zakat
institutions is greatly needed so that zakat can become a real solution in reducing poverty
and social inequality in society. Therefore, there needs to be a deeper understanding of how
good zakat management can provide maximum impact on the welfare of the
community.[7][8].

METHODS.

1. Optimization of Zakat Distribution

Optimal zakat distribution is one of the important aspects in effective zakat management. As
one of the main instruments in the distribution of wealth among Muslims, zakat has great
potential to empower society, especially those who are poor and in need. Therefore, zakat
distribution must be carried out by paying attention to the principles of justice, transparency,
and accountability, so that zakat funds can be right on target and have a significant
impact.[9].

One way to optimize zakat distribution is to use accurate data on the social and economic
conditions of mustahik (zakat recipients). This can be done through more comprehensive
mapping of mustahik, either through field surveys or information technology that allows for
the identification of appropriate zakat recipients. With valid data, zakat institutions can
distribute zakat funds to those who really need them, not only based on geographical or
social proximity, but also based on deeper priority needs.[10][11].

In addition, it is important for zakat institutions to avoid temporary distribution or only
focusing on consumptive assistance.[12]. Optimal zakat distribution must include
empowerment programs that can improve the quality of life of mustahik in the long term.
One form of empowerment that can be done is by providing business capital, skills training,
and other support that can help mustahik to be economically independent. This not only
reduces dependence on zakat, but also accelerates the process of poverty alleviation.

The use of digital technology in distributing zakat is also a strategic step in increasing
effectiveness. An integrated digital system can simplify the process of distributing zakat,
from collection to distribution to mustahik. With a transparent system that can be monitored
in real time, the community and zakat givers (muzakki) can ensure that the zakat they give
really reaches those in need. In addition, technology can increase the reach of zakat to areas
that were previously difficult to reach[6][13].

Optimal zakat distribution also requires collaboration between zakat institutions, the
government, and the private sector. This collaboration is important to ensure that available
resources can be utilized optimally and that no zakat potential is neglected. With an
integrated approach, zakat can not only be a social instrument, but can also be a powerful
tool to create more sustainable changes in empowering the community.[14][15].
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2. Research Stages
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Figure 1Research Stages

1. Identifying the Research Problem
At this initial stage, researchers need to identify the research problem they want to
study. This is an important step to ensure the focus and objectives of the research are
clear.

2. Literature Review
Once the research problem is identified, the next step is to conduct a literature review
to look at relevant previous studies. This helps researchers understand the context
and gaps in the field being studied.

3. Hypothesis Formation
Based on the literature review, the researcher then formulated a hypothesis. This
hypothesis is an initial guess or prediction that can be tested through further
research.

4. Research Design
This stage involves planning the research methodology that will be used to test the
hypothesis. The research design includes the type of data to be collected, the analysis
techniques to be used, and the procedures to be followed.

5. Data Collection
At this stage, researchers collect data according to the research design that has been
made. Data can be quantitative or qualitative, depending on the type of research.

6. Data Analysis
After the data is collected, the next stage is data analysis. Researchers will process the
data to find patterns or relationships that can support or reject the hypothesis that has
been made.
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7. Conclusion
The final stage is to draw conclusions based on the results of the data analysis. This
conclusion will provide answers to the research problems and hypotheses that have
been proposed.

3. Analysis of Zakat Distribution Optimization

Tablel Zakat Optimization Analysis

Aspect Analysis
Zakat Optimal zakat collection requires an efficient system in collecting funds from
Collection muzakki (zakat payers). This can be done by utilizing technology such as digital

applications and platforms to facilitate the donation process.

Distribution of
Zakat

Zakat distribution must be channeled appropriately to those who are entitled. This
includes the use of accurate data on zakat recipients and ensuring that aid reaches
the mustahik effectively.

Empowermen
t of Mustahik

Empowering mustahik is more than just giving cash. Skills training programs,
business capital assistance, and long-term business support are essential to improve
the standard of living of zakat recipients independently.

Utilization of

The use of digital technology (such as online zakat applications) will increase the

Technology efficiency of zakat collection and distribution. Technology allows transparency and
makes it easier to monitor the zakat distribution process.

Transparency | Transparency in zakat management is very important to ensure the trust of muzakki
and and the community. Clear and open financial reports and an integrated reporting
Accountability | system can improve accountability.

Collaboration | Cooperation with other sectors such as government and private companies will
with  Other | strengthen the zakat distribution system. This collaboration can optimize the use of
Sectors resources and expand the reach of zakat distribution.

Optimizing zakat management is very important to improve the welfare of the people. By
utilizing technology to facilitate the collection and distribution of zakat, as well as ensuring
transparency and accountability, zakat funds can be distributed to the right targets and
provide a more significant impact. In addition, empowering mustahik through training and
business capital assistance can help them become economically independent. Collaboration
with other sectors, such as the government and private sector, will also strengthen the zakat
distribution system, so that zakat is not only a tool for redistributing wealth, but also a driver
of sustainable economic and social empowerment.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Optimizing zakat management can have a significant impact on improving people's welfare.
By utilizing technology in zakat collection and distribution, and ensuring transparency and
accountability, zakat funds can be distributed more precisely and efficiently. Mustahik
empowerment programs through training and business capital have been proven to help
them become economically independent. Collaboration between zakat institutions, the
government, and the private sector also strengthens the zakat distribution system, allowing
zakat to become a more effective tool in reducing poverty and social inequality. Although
challenges in scale and infrastructure still exist, optimal zakat management has the potential
to create a more just and sustainable society.

Conclusion

In conclusion, optimizing zakat management is essential to improve the socio-economic
conditions of disadvantaged communities. The use of digital platforms in zakat collection
and distribution has proven effective in increasing efficiency, transparency, and
accountability. This ensures that zakat reaches the right recipients and maximizes its impact
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in reducing poverty and empowering the community's economy. Mustahik empowerment
programs, such as skills training and business capital support, have shown positive results
by helping mustahik to become economically independent. In addition, collaboration
between zakat institutions, the government, and the private sector is essential to ensure a
more holistic and sustainable approach to zakat distribution. Although challenges remain,
especially in reaching remote areas and maintaining long-term support for empowerment
programs, the potential for optimal zakat management to create a more equitable and
sustainable society is clear.
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