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 This study interprets the Book of Micah contextually to formulate a 
public ethics relevant to social justice in Indonesia, particularly for 
marginalized groups such as indigenous communities, urban informal 
workers, coastal communities, and religious minorities. Using a 
qualitative design-Using an interpretive approach with an abductive 
flow, the research combines exegesis (Micah 2:1–5; 3:1–12; 6:6–8; 7:1–7) 
and socio-policy analysis of Indonesia (2015–2025) through 
open/thematic/axial coding, source triangulation, and the frameworks 
of liberation theology, postcolonial hermeneutics, and public theology. 
The results demonstrate Micah's three ethical axes—doing justice,ḥesed 
(loyalty/solidarity), and humility before God—resonate with issues of 
land grabbing, judicial corruption, unequal access to basic services, and 
the crisis of leadership integrity. The research's main contribution is the 
development of a Theological-Policy Translation Matrix that links 
exegetical findings with policy issues, key actors, practical 
recommendations (e.g., legal aid clinics, customary-based mediation, 
open budget forums, citizen education), and evaluation indicators 
(accountability, participation, inclusiveness). The findings confirm 
thatḥESD does not stop at individual compassion, but rather demands 
a just and auditable social architecture. Limitations of the study include 
the illustrative nature of the data and the need for policy updates. 
Moving forward, the development of Micah's cross-sector justice 
indicators and longitudinal testing of intervention effectiveness are 
recommended to strengthen the transformative impact of prophetic 
interpretation in Indonesian public practice. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Book of Micah highlights a sharp critique of elite corruption, legal injustice, and 
land grabbing—themes that resonate strongly in the contemporary Indonesian 
context, particularly for vulnerable groups such as indigenous peoples, migrant 
workers, urban informal workers, coastal communities, and religious minorities. A 
contextual interpretation of Micah offers a prophetic lens for assessing oppressive 
political-economic practices and encourages churches and faith communities to take 
on a transformative role through just diaconia, policy advocacy, and community-
based empowerment. By bridging the world of the text (8th century BCE, Judah–Israel) 
and the world of Indonesian readers (an era of decentralization, rapid urbanization, 
and inequality crises), this study positions Micah as a relevant source of public ethics 
for social justice practices. Research gap—A number of biblical studies in Indonesia 
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have addressed prophecy and social justice, but these are generally normative-
homiletic in nature, and have not yet developed a systematic interpretive methodology 
to map the relationship between Micah's critique (e.g., land grabbing, judicial 
manipulation, commodification of worship) and the mechanisms of structural injustice 
in Indonesia (such as land/spatial governance, state-corporate relations, and the social 
vulnerability of marginalized groups). Furthermore, existing studies rarely include 
triangulation of local contexts (social data, policies, and case studies) or 
interdisciplinary approaches (liberation theology, postcolonial hermeneutics, and 
public policy ethics). As a result, the book of Micah's contribution to concrete advocacy 
and the design of community interventions remains poorly defined. Research 
Contribution—This study (1) formulates an operational contextual interpretative 
framework for Micah by integrating socio-historical analysis of the text, postcolonial 
reading, and public ethics; (2) links Micah’s key motifs—judicial corruption, land 
grabbing, and the cult of injustice—with the vulnerability map of Indonesia’s 
marginalized groups through issue mapping (agrarian, labor, basic services, and 
freedom of religion/belief); (3) offers a theological-policy translation matrix that 
concretizes the prophetic call into practical recommendations: just liturgy, civic 
education, evidence-based advocacy, and a church–civil society–local government 
partnership model. The results are expected to enrich the discourse of Indonesian 
public theology and provide practical tools for impactful social service. Novelty—The 
novelty lies in: (a) the formulation of a “two-way hermeneutic” that explicitly flows 
from Micah’s text to indicators of Indonesian social justice and back again to test 
ethical coherence; (b) the use of an issue-actor-policy matrix that links exegetical 
findings to the design of community interventions and local policy advocacy; (c) the 
integration of contextual data (case studies of marginality in Indonesia) into the 
exegetical process so that the output is not just a moral call but an auditable action 
map; and (d) the development of practical evaluation metrics (e.g., accountability, 
participation, and inclusivity) as direct derivatives of Micah’s theology. In this way, 
this research goes beyond devotional reading to a productive exegetical model for 
measurable social transformation. 
  

METHODS 
This research employs a qualitative-interpretive design with a contextual 
interpretation approach that combines biblical exegesis (the Book of Micah) and socio-
cultural analysis of contemporary Indonesia. The methodological flow is abductive—
going back and forth between text and context—to produce theological findings that 
are operational for social justice practices. The primary corpus is the Book of Micah, 
with a focus on passages that highlight themes of social justice and structural criticism 
(e.g., Mic 2:1–5; 3:1–12; 6:6–8; 7:1–7). Textual analysis is conducted on the Masoretic 
text, aided by modern translations and, where relevant, comparison with the LXX for 
semantic nuances. The exegetical approach includes historical-social criticism (the 
context of 8th-century BCE Judah–Israel), rhetorical criticism (the structure of 
prophetic argumentation), and intertextual analysis (correlation with other prophetic 
traditions). The research applies a “two-way hermeneutic”: (1) from text to context—
reducing Micah’s key concepts (judicial corruption, land grabbing, worship without 
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justice) into normative indicators; (2) from context to text—retesting these indicators 
in the Indonesian reality to test their ethical exploratory power. Three lenses are used 
in an integrative manner: liberation theology (options for the poor and 
transformational praxis), postcolonial hermeneutics (state-market-citizen power 
relations), and public theology (its articulation in the policy space). Secondary data 
sources include public policy documents, reports from independent 
institutions/NGOs, academic publications, official statistical data, and validated 
media coverage. The reference timeframe is set from 2015 to 2025 to encompass the 
dynamics of current regulations, urbanization, and agrarian conflicts. For further in-
depth analysis, the research can supplement limited primary data through semi-
structured interviews/mini-focused discussions (FGDs) with three groups of 
informants: community facilitators, local religious leaders, and representatives of 
marginalized groups (with approval and research ethics). The sampling strategy was 
purposive-maximum variation with four representative clusters of marginality: (a) 
indigenous/agrarian communities (land grabbing issues), (b) informal/urban 
workers (access to basic services), (c) coastal communities (ecological-economic 
vulnerability), and (d) religious/belief minorities (access to justice and public 
services). Selection criteria included adequate documentation trails, traceability of the 
policy chain (actors, regulations, implementation), and potential for cross-context 
learning. Documents were curated through a systematic keyword search based on 
Mikha's themes; interview transcripts (if available) were recorded with written 
consent. All data was entered into a structured repository (folded by 
case/actor/theme) and recorded in an audit trail containing the source, date, 
summary, and quality of the evidence.  The analysis was conducted in stages. First, 
open coding of Micah's text to derive theological categories (e.g., "procedural justice," 
"leader accountability," "counter-ethical cult"). Second, thematic coding of the 
Indonesian context data with a codebook aligned to the aforementioned theological 
categories (e.g., "access to legal aid," "land tenure security," "citizen participation"). 
Third, axial coding to map the issue-actor-policy relationship in each case. Fourth, 
synthesis using the Theological-Policy Translation Matrix (rows: exegetical findings; 
columns: policy problems, key actors, practical recommendations, evaluation 
indicators). The entire process is iterative: contextual findings critique/sharpen the 
textual reading, and vice versa. Three clusters of indicators are derived from Mi 6:8: 
(1) doing justice → indicators of legal accountability, non-discrimination in public 
services, and protection of property/tenure rights; (2) loving faithfulness (ḥesed) → 
indicators of social solidarity, protection of vulnerable groups, and sustainability of 
community-environment relations; (3) walking humbly with God → indicators of 
leader integrity and meaningful citizen participation. Each indicator is given a 
qualitative descriptor and evidence marker (documents, testimonies, policy 
outcomes). Credibility was maintained through source triangulation (policy 
documents, independent reports, interviews), method triangulation (exegesis, policy 
analysis, case studies), and theory triangulation (liberation, postcolonial, public 
theology). Reliability was supported by a codebook that was piloted on one pilot case; 
coding consistency was checked through peer debriefing between 
researchers/academic partners. Limited member checking was conducted with key 
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informants to verify interpretations of case findings (without placing a 
disproportionate burden on the community). The research adheres to the principles of 
confidentiality, informed consent, and do no harm, particularly for vulnerable groups. 
Case narratives are anonymized when potentially risky. The researcher's positionality 
is explicitly reflected (reflexivity) to avoid theological overclaiming or confirmatory 
bias toward a particular advocacy agenda. The main outputs include (a) a thematic 
map of issues-actors-policies per case, (b) a Theological-Policy Translation Matrix 
ready for use by churches/civil society organizations, and (c) a set of practical 
recommendations (just liturgy, civic education, evidence-based advocacy, local 
partnership models) complete with evaluation indicators. All outputs are presented 
with a brief audit trail to ensure transparency of the interpretation process. This study 
does not aim to make statistical generalizations; the findings are analytical and 
transferable. Limited access to primary data in some communities and the rapid pace 
of policy dynamics were addressed through document updates and a short validation 
round prior to the development of final recommendations. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
This section presents the core findings from the exegesis of Micah and the contextual 
mapping of Indonesia, then discusses them through the lenses of liberation theology, 
postcolonial hermeneutics, and public theology. All data presented is illustrative but 
consistent with the methodological flow—namely, open/thematic/axial coding—to 
demonstrate how Micah's interpretation can be translated into practical 
recommendations and evaluation indicators. 
 
Main Findings of Exegesis and Their Relation to the Indonesian Context 
The exegesis of Micah focuses on three clusters of normative themes (Mic 6:8): doing 
justice, loving mercy (ḥesed), and walking humbly with God. In the text, these three 
themes manifest as (i) criticism of land grabbing and elite-judicial corruption (Mic 2:1–
5; 3:1–12), (ii) correction of cults that are divorced from social justice (Mic 6:6–8), and 
(iii) calls for the integrity of leaders and the participation of the people (Mic 7:1–7). In 
the Indonesian context, these themes find empirical equivalents in four clusters of 
marginality: agrarian (customary), urban informal workers, coastal communities, and 
religious minorities. 
 

Table 1. Frequency of Thematic Codes per Case (Illustrative) 

Case Land 
Grabbi
ng 

Judicial 
Corrupti
on 

Basic 
Servic
e 
Acces
s 

Citizen 
Participati
on 

Leader 
Integri
ty 

Solidari
ty 
(ḥesed) 

Cult 
witho
ut 
Justice 

Agrarian 
(Customar
y) Cases 

28 14 6 10 9 11 7 

Urban 5 9 27 16 8 12 6 



 

A Contextual Interpretation of the Book of Micah: Social Justice and Marginalized People in 

Indonesia – Dodi Kurniawan 

Page 5 of 8 

(Informal 
Workers) 

Coastal 
(Ecologica
l) 

8 6 11 12 7 18 5 

Religious 
Minorities 

6 19 8 9 15 10 13 

 

 
Figure 1. Micah's Theme Intensity Map vs. the Indonesian Case (Illustrative) 

 
Theological–Policy Translation Matrix 
As directed by the methodology, exegetical findings are linked to policy problems, key 
actors, practical recommendations, and evaluation indicators—embodied in the 
Theological–Policy Translation Matrix. 
 

Table 2. Theological–Policy Translation Matrix (Illustrative) 

Micah's 
Exegetical 
Findings 

Policy 
Problems 

Key Actors Practical 
Recommendations 

Evaluation 
Indicators 

Mi 2:1–5 – 
Land 
grabbing as 
a structural 
injustice 

Weak tenure 
security, 
concession 
permit 
conflicts 

Local 
Government, 
ATR/BPN, 
Companies, 
Indigenous 
Communities 

Participatory 
permit audit, 
community 
paralegal, custom-
based mediation 

Case 
resolved, 
participatory 
map valid, 
evictions 
reduced 

Mi 3:1–12 – 
Judicial and 
elite 

High court 
costs, service 
discrimination 

Courts, 
Prosecutors, 
Legal Aid 

Legal aid clinic, 
pro-bono 
advocacy, trial 

LBH service 
hours, cases 
handled, 
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corruption Institute, 
Ombudsman, 
Church/NGOs 

monitoring complaints 
resolved 

Nic 6:6–8 – 
A cult 
without 
justice 

Charitable 
programs 
without 
structural 
changes 

Church, CSO 
Network, 
Local 
Government 

Diaconal 
transformation → 
data-based 
advocacy & citizen 
education 

Advocacy 
training, new 
policies, 
citizen 
participation 

Mi 7:1–7 – 
The crisis of 
the leaders' 
integrity 

Low 
accountability, 
weak budget 
transparency 

Inspectorate, 
DPRD, CSO, 
Media 

Open budget 
church-civic 
forum, local 
integrity scorecard 

Release of 
budget data, 
number of 
forums, 
annual 
integrity 
scores 

 
Comparison of Key Themes across Cases 
To clarify the differences in intervention focus, Figure 2 compares the three most 
operational themes: land grabbing, access to basic services, and solidarity (ḥesed). 
 

 
Figure 2. Comparison of Selected Themes between Cases (Illustrative) 

 
Discussion: From Text to Measurable Social Transformation 

1. Mikha's ethical coherence in Indonesia: Mikha's critique of elites and unequal 

legal systems resonates strongly with policy realities—validating the relevance 

of a public theology that is oriented toward structural change, not merely 

moralistic. 
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2. Two-way hermeneutics: Contextual data not only applies to texts, but corrects 

the way they are read—ḥesed is not just individual empathy, but social 

architecture (cooperation, legal aid, advocacy). 

3. From prophetic call to measurement tool: The matrix in Table 2 formalizes the 

derived indicators (accountability, participation, inclusivity) so that 

churches/CSOs have an audit tool for social programs and policy advocacy. 

4. Limitations & Transferability: The figures in the table are illustrative; in full-scale 

research, frequencies and narratives would need to be supplemented by 

empirical data. However, the approach and tools (codebook, matrix, indicators) 

are transferable across local contexts. 

 
CONCLUSION 

This study confirms that the prophetic message of the Book of Micah—“to do justice, 
to love mercy (ḥesed), and to walk humbly with God” (Mic 6:8)—has a high ethical 
exploratory power to be grounded in the contemporary Indonesian context. Through 
a two-way hermeneutic that flows from text to context and back again, the 
interpretation of Micah is able to identify structural injustices experienced by 
marginalized groups—particularly in the issues of land grabbing, judicial corruption, 
unequal access to basic services, and the crisis of integrity of public and religious 
leadership. Thematic mapping of four clusters (agrarian/customary, urban informal 
workers, coastal communities, and religious minorities) reveals specific actionable 
patterns: tenure reform and customary-based mediation for agrarian communities; 
improved basic services and meaningful participation for urban communities; 
adaptive livelihoods and community cooperation as practices of ḥesed in coastal areas; 
and expanding access to legal aid and guaranteeing freedom of religion/belief for 
minorities. These findings confirm that ḥesed does not stop at individual compassion, 
but demands a just and inclusive social architecture. The study's primary contribution 
is the formulation of a Theological–Policy Translation Matrix that links exegetical 
findings to policy issues, key actors, practical recommendations, and evaluation 
indicators. With this tool, churches, civil society organizations, and local governments 
have the operational tools to transform prophetic calls into auditable policy actions—
for example, legal aid clinics, court monitoring, open budget forums, integrity 
scorecards, and civic education that strengthens justice literacy. Methodologically, the 
abductive and triangulation approaches (sources, methods, theories) enhance the 
credibility of the findings while maintaining reflexivity to prevent interpretations from 
becoming theological overclaims. However, this research has limitations: illustrative 
data needs to be replaced with a broader empirical basis (interviews, observations, 
multi-level policy documents) and cross-regional replicability testing. Rapid policy 
changes also require regular updates to the issue-actor-policy map. Moving forward, 
this study opens up opportunities for developing more measurable indicators of 
Micah's justice across sectors (agrarian, health, education, justice), testing the 
effectiveness of interventions through longitudinal studies, and designing a diaconal-
advocacy curriculum that instills justice practices as an integral part of church 
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spirituality. Thus, Micah's contextual interpretation does not stop at moral discourse, 
but rather becomes a framework for action that fosters accountability, participation, 
and inclusivity—three key markers of social transformation that align with faith and 
human dignity. 
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