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The Book of Micah presents the face of God who stands for justice and

rejects all forms of social, economic, and political oppression. In the
Keywords context of the Indonesian nation still bearing the social wounds of
historical violence and injustice, Micah's prophetic message presents a
relevant and urgent prophetic voice. This study aims to explore the
meaning of the prophecy of justice in the Book of Micah and to
formulate a biblical-pastoral roadmap for the Indonesian church in the
post-violence reconciliation process. The study was conducted using a
theological hermeneutic approach and contextual pastoral reflection,
combining the study of biblical texts with the concrete experiences of
the Indonesian people. Theologically, Micah presents a vision of God
that demands social justice as a manifestation of true faith. The call to
“do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God” (Micah 6:8) serves
as an ethical and spiritual foundation for the church seeking to build a
peaceful society. The Indonesian Church, in its pastoral role, is called
to be a space of recognition, healing, and social transformation. Micah's
prophecy affirms that true peace is not the result of political
compromise, but rather the fruit of justice upheld with love. The church
needs to live out its prophetic role by speaking up for the voiceless and
upholding the values of God's love that transcend ethnic, religious, and
ideological boundaries. Furthermore, this research underscores the
importance of a biblical-pastoral approach in building a healthy
collective memory in post-violence societies. Through transformative
biblical and liturgical study, the church can help people reinterpret
traumatic experiences in the light of God's love. In this regard, Micah is
not only a prophet of the past but also a dialogue partner for the church
today in upholding justice and reconciliation. By reading Micah
contextually, the church can develop a theology of peace rooted in
biblical narratives and relevant to the Indonesian context. The findings
of this study are expected to contribute to the development of a
contextual theology of peace in Indonesia, particularly in formulating
concrete pastoral measures for communities affected by violence. The
church is invited not to be merely a spectator in social processes, but to
become an agent of renewal that affirms communal life. Following
Micah's example, the church is called to speak out for justice for the
marginalized.witness to God's healing love and bring about
reconciliation based on truth. Thus, Micah's prophecy serves as an
inspiration and spiritual roadmap for the Indonesian church to build a
peaceful, just, and hopeful society.
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INTRODUCTION

Violence and injustice are two realities that continue to haunt Indonesian social life.
This nation's long history has witnessed various forms of violence, whether political,
religious, or ethnic, that have left deep social and spiritual wounds in society. In this
context, the church is called not to remain silent but to take on a prophetic role in
restoring social relations and building peace. However, the primary challenge that
arises is how the church can reinterpret its calling amidst the post-violence reality
without becoming trapped in mere moral rhetoric. This is where the importance of
rediscovering the prophetic messages of the Bible, particularly from the book of Micah,
as a theological source for just reconciliation practices lies. The Book of Micah was born
in the midst of a social situation full of inequality and oppression. The Prophet Micah
spoke out loudly against the abuse of power, corruption, and usurpation of the rights
of the poor by Israel's leaders. He calls for justice not just as an ethical demand, but as
an expression of true faith before God. In this context, Micah appears as a prophet of
social justice who rejects all forms of false worship that separates worship from social
responsibility. His call in Micah 6:8 is at the heart of the Bible's social theological
message: "It has been made known to you, O man, what is good and what the LORD
requires of you: but to do justice, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly before your
God." Micah's prophetic message becomes relevant when faced with the post-violence
conditions of Indonesian society —from social conflict and inter-religious unrest to
economic inequality that continues to widen social gaps. In situations like this, the
church is called not only to preach peace but also to live out justice as a form of
authentic reconciliation. Peace without justice only produces a false reconciliation that
ignores the suffering of the victims. Therefore, Micah's prophecy can serve as a biblical
foundation for the church to re-understand reconciliation as a process involving
confession, restoration, and social transformation.

Furthermore, the theology of reconciliation in the Indonesian context needs to be
enriched with a biblical-pastoral approach, which not only interprets the biblical text
historically but also places it within the real struggles of the people. Micah speaks not
only to ancient Israel but also to a modern society still grappling with structural
injustice. In this regard, a contextual hermeneutic approach is crucial to bridge the
divine message with local situations, so that God's word can be lived out in a concrete
way by the church in Indonesia. Furthermore, post-violence reconciliation demands
the church's courage to stand with the victims and uphold the truth. The church cannot
act as a neutral mediator ignoring historical wounds, but rather as a healing agent
bringing about God's justice. Such a pastoral approach demands a willingness to hear
the cries of victims, acknowledge past wrongs, and build a redemptive collective
memory. In this regard, Micah's prophetic theology inspires the church not only to
speak of love but also to uphold justice as a manifestation of love itself. Ultimately,
this study seeks to formulate a biblical-pastoral roadmap for the Indonesian church in
facing the post-violence reality. By integrating a study of the text of Micah and
contextual pastoral reflection, this study aims to demonstrate that justice and
reconciliation are not two separate concepts, but rather two facets of one call of faith.
The church is called to bring about God's restorative justice, not through power or
ideology, but through love that works in solidarity with those who suffer. Thus,
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Micah's prophecy serves as a mirror for the church today in upholding truth and
building genuine peace.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research employs a qualitative theological approach using biblical analysis,
contextual hermeneutics, and pastoral reflection. This approach was chosen because
the research objective is not to quantitatively measure social phenomena, but rather to
understand the theological meaning of the text of the Book of Micah and its relevance
to the context of post-violence reconciliation in Indonesia. Through this approach, the
research seeks to connect the prophetic message of the Bible with the social realities of
the people, thus producing theoretical and practical contributions to contemporary
peace theology. The first stage of the research is an analysis of the text of the Book of
Micah using historical and literary hermeneutics methods. This analysis includes an
examination of the historical, social, and political context during Micah's ministry in
the kingdom of Judah in the 8th century BCE. The main focus is on chapters
highlighting social justice (Micah 2:1-2; 3:1-12; 6:6-8) and the prophet's condemnation
of oppression by political and religious elites. Data were obtained through a literature
review of primary sources (the Hebrew Bible text and modern translations) and
secondary sources in the form of academic commentaries, theological articles, and
relevant biblical journals. The second stage uses a contextual hermeneutic approach,
interpreting Micah's prophetic message within the socio-cultural context of Indonesia,
which experiences various forms of violence and structural injustice. In this approach,
the biblical text is understood not merely as a document of the past, but as the living
word of God speaking to people in every era. Contextual hermeneutics allows
researchers to connect Micah's message of justice with the experiences of victims of
violence, social conflict, and marginalization in Indonesia. Thus, the interpretation
extends beyond the meaning of the text and becomes an inspiration for the church's
pastoral practice.

The third stage involves theological pastoral reflection, which is the process of
integrating the results of biblical analysis with the church's pastoral experience in post-
violence contexts. This reflection is conducted through a study of church documents,
reports from peace organizations, and testimonies from communities involved in
reconciliation ministries. This approach draws on the praxis theology model of Don
Browning and Bevans, in which theological reflection begins with the community's
practical faith and then returns to guide pastoral action. The goal is to produce a model
of church ministry that can bridge justice and reconciliation contextually. To maintain
theological and interpretive validity, this study employs source triangulation
techniques. Data from biblical texts are compared with expert interpretations and
church pastoral documents to ensure theological consistency. Furthermore, a thematic
analysis of various literature on prophetic theology, social justice, and Christian
reconciliation is conducted. This approach ensures that each conclusion is grounded
in an integration of biblical texts, academic reflection, and actual church practices in
Indonesia. Next, the results of the entire process are analyzed using an Asian
contextual theology framework, which positions the experience of suffering as the
locus theologicus—the place where God reveals himself through human struggle.
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Thus, this research is not only a study of biblical interpretation, but also an attempt to
build a theology of liberation rooted in Micah's prophecy. Through this synthesis, the
church is invited to understand reconciliation not simply as forgiveness without truth,
but as a process of restoration that upholds justice in God's love. The final stage of the
research was the formulation of a biblical-pastoral roadmap that churches in Indonesia
could implement. The results of the analysis were structured into a conceptual model
encompassing three dimensions: theological (understanding God's justice according
to Micah), biblical (interpreting texts that inspire reconciliation), and pastoral (concrete
strategies for church ministry in post-violence societies). With this framework, the
research offers not only theoretical reflections but also practical guidelines for
churches to play an active role as agents of justice and peace in a wounded world.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of the book of Micah shows that the core of this prophet's prophetic
message is the upholding of justice as a true manifestation of worship to God. Micah
opposes a social system that oppresses the common people and condemns leaders who
abuse their power for personal gain. In Micah 3:1-12, it is clear that the prophet's
criticism is directed at corrupt political and spiritual leaders who use religion as a tool
to justify their power. In the context of the Indonesian church, this message reminds
us that true spirituality cannot be separated from social responsibility. The church is
not only called to proclaim spiritual salvation but also to uphold justice in society.
Micah's prophetic message also emphasizes that justice and faithfulness are two key
pillars of God's covenant with His people. In Micah 6:8, the command to "act justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly" demonstrates the close relationship between faith and
social ethics. A church that lives faithfully to God must be a community that practices
justice and love in its social relationships. In a post-violence context, this means the
church must not turn a blind eye to the suffering of victims, but rather become a space
for healing, recognition, and solidarity. A prophetic church is one that dares to rebuke
injustice, even if it challenges its own institutional comfort.

The results of contextual hermeneutical reflections indicate that Micah's prophetic
message is highly relevant to modern Indonesian social conditions, particularly in
terms of economic inequality, religious conflict, and human rights violations. The
church needs to learn from Micah not to remain neutral in the face of structural evil.
Neutrality in the face of injustice is a form of covert collusion that contradicts God's
will. The true church must stand on the side of the victims, defend the rights of the
oppressed, and be a voice for those who are silenced. In this context, Micah's prophetic
theology can serve as a foundation for developing a spirituality of justice that
encourages the church to transform into a community of liberation. Furthermore,
research findings show that true reconciliation is impossible without justice. In many
cases in Indonesia, reconciliation is often understood politically and superficially —
simply avoiding new conflict without addressing the root of the problem. Yet,
according to Micah's prophecy, peace (shalom) can only be achieved if truth is upheld.
The church needs to develop a model of reconciliation rooted in God's justice, not
social compromise. This means engaging in peace education, victim advocacy, and
advocating for public policies that uphold human rights. In the pastoral dimension,
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this study found that liturgical and sacramental approaches can be effective means of
instilling the values of justice and reconciliation. Through the celebration of the
Eucharist, Sunday worship, and communal prayer for peace, the church can foster
awareness that every liturgical action has social consequences. Communion is not only
a spiritual symbol, but also a declaration of faith in love that unites and upholds
human dignity. Thus, the liturgy can become a transformative space where people
learn to live out love and justice in their daily lives.

Furthermore, this research confirms that post-violence reconciliation requires an
integration of theological approaches and social practice. The church needs to develop
sustainable pastoral programs, such as accompaniment to victims of violence,
interfaith dialogue, and training community mediators. These efforts must be rooted
in biblical values and carried out with a spirit of service. By emulating Micah, the
church can become an agent of change, transforming suffering into spiritual strength
for building a peaceful and just life together. Ultimately, the research findings
demonstrate that Micah's prophetic theology can provide a theological foundation for
the reconciliation movement in Indonesia. A church faithful to the Gospel is called to
be a "prophet among the nations," boldly speaking out against injustice and presenting
God's love amidst social wounds. By reinterpreting Micah's prophecy in the
Indonesian context, the church can affirm its identity as a prophetic community that
not only speaks of peace but also champions it through concrete actions. Thus, Micah's
prophecy is not merely an ancient text but a living word that guides the church on its
journey toward true reconciliation.

CONCLUSION
This research confirms that the Book of Micah offers a strong theological framework
for the Indonesian church in addressing the post-violence context. Micah's prophecy
speaks not only of individual morality but also reveals the social dimension of faith,
namely the calling to uphold justice as a manifestation of obedience to God. The
church, as a prophetic community, is called not to remain neutral in the face of injustice
but to be a prophetic voice defending human dignity, especially for the oppressed and
marginalized. In the context of post-violence reconciliation in Indonesia, Micah's
message provides guidance that true peace (shalom) cannot be separated from justice.
Reconciliation efforts that emphasize only peace without acknowledging and
reparating victims actually perpetuate social wounds. Therefore, the church must be
an agent of healing and advocacy, presenting God's love through services that side
with victims and champion just and peaceful social transformation. Furthermore, this
study concludes that a spirituality of justice must be an integral part of the church's
liturgy, catechesis, and pastoral care. The Eucharist, prayer, and worship should not
stop at rituals but should guide the congregation to realize justice and solidarity in
daily life. Thus, the church becomes not only a place of worship but also a space of
reconciliation, where social wounds are presented before God and healed in His love.
Ultimately, Micah's prophecy serves as a prophetic call for the Indonesian church to
live in a faith that combines integrity with faith, justice, and reconciliation. In a world
still plagued by violence, inequality, and injustice, the church is called to be a living
witness to Christ —one that boldly speaks, acts, and loves like the prophet Micah. Such
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a church is not only an heir to the prophetic tradition but also an active participant in
realizing God's kingdom based on love and justice in Indonesia.
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