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Poverty remains a significant social challenge in Indonesia, impacting

people's economic well-being, education, and quality of life. In a
Keywords Christian context, faith is not only spiritual but also calls people to
engage in social justice efforts, reflected in the values of the Kingdom
of God. This article aims to analyze how the principles of the Kingdom
of God can be applied in social service practices to reduce economic
disparities and empower the poor. This research uses a descriptive
qualitative approach through the study of theological literature, church
ministry documents, and reports of community empowerment
programs in Indonesia. The results of the study indicate that the active
implementation of faith through church-based social services,
education, and economic programs can promote justice,
empowerment, and social solidarity. In conclusion, Christian faith
manifested in concrete actions against poverty not only strengthens
individual spirituality but also contributes to the development of a
more just and sustainable society.
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INTRODUCTION
Poverty is one of the most fundamental and complex social problems in Indonesia.
High levels of poverty limit people's access to education, healthcare, decent work, and
other basic needs. This phenomenon not only creates social injustice but also hinders
comprehensive human development. From a Christian perspective, poverty is not
merely an economic issue but also a moral and spiritual calling for the church to
engage in realizing social justice in accordance with the teachings of the Kingdom of
God. The values of the Kingdom of God emphasize the principles of love, justice, and
concern for others, especially those who are marginalized. The Bible calls Christians to
care for the poor, the weak, and the oppressed as part of the practical exercise of faith.
This means that faith must not be merely personal and ritualistic, but must also be
manifested in concrete actions that promote justice, empowerment, and social
solidarity. The church has a strategic role as an agent of moral and social change,
capable of integrating the teachings of faith with concrete social service practices. In
Indonesia, many churches have initiated various empowerment programs for the
poor, ranging from education and skills training to economic assistance and spiritual
guidance. However, challenges remain in reaching those most in need, integrating
programs with contextual needs, and ensuring the sustainability of their impact. This

Faith and Social Justice: Implementing the Values of the Kingdom of God in the Context of
Poverty in Indonesia — Mina Sidabutar

Page 41 of 5


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:mina@gmail.com

requires a more systematic approach based on the values of the Kingdom of God so
that each empowerment program not only provides material benefits but also fosters
character, spirituality, and social responsibility. Furthermore, the application of the
values of the Kingdom of God in the context of poverty must also take into account
local social and cultural aspects. The church needs to understand the conditions of the
community holistically, including existing customs, traditions, and social structures.
With a contextual approach, church service programs can be more acceptable and
impactful, thereby building trust and collaboration between the church and the local
community. Active community participation in these programs is also crucial for
fostering a sense of ownership and long-term sustainability. In addition, churches
need to utilize a variety of resources, both internal and external, to support social
justice programs. Collaborating with non-governmental organizations, government
agencies, and global church networks can strengthen the church's capacity to provide
assistance and empower communities. This multidimensional approach allows
churches to reach more people, provide sustainable solutions, and ensure that their
social actions align with the principles of the Christian faith. This study aims to analyze
how the principles of the Kingdom of God can be implemented in social services that
support the empowerment of poor communities in Indonesia. This study is expected
to provide insight into effective, relevant, and contextual church ministry strategies
and serve as a reflection for Christians in realizing their faith through concrete actions.
With a holistic, spiritually value-based approach, the church can act as an agent of
social change while upholding justice, in accordance with the calling of the Christian
faith.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach to examine the implementation of
the values of the Kingdom of God in the context of social services for the poor in
Indonesia. The qualitative approach was chosen because the focus of this study is an
in-depth understanding of the practices of faith, moral values, and church ministry
strategies, which are contextual and cannot be measured quantitatively. The research
data were obtained through literature studies, analysis of church documents,
community empowerment program reports, and scientific articles and contemporary
theological books relevant to the topics of social justice and faith ministry. The first
stage of the research involved collecting secondary data, including church documents,
social program reports, and academic studies on Christian faith and social justice. The
second stage involved thematic analysis, identifying key themes such as the principles
of the Kingdom of God, economic empowerment, community education, pastoral care,
and the integration of faith with social action. The collected data was then organized
into a conceptual framework to assess the extent to which Christian faith values were
applied in social service programs. The third stage is theological interpretation, in
which researchers examine each finding based on biblical principles and church
doctrine. This analysis takes into account the social, economic, and cultural context of
Indonesian society to ensure relevant and sustainable ministry solutions. Research
validity is maintained through source triangulation, combining data from theological
literature, church documents, and social program reports, allowing the study to
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provide a comprehensive picture of the role of faith in promoting social justice.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The study's findings indicate that implementing the values of the Kingdom of God in
social services has a significant impact on empowering poor communities in
Indonesia. The church acts as an agent of moral and social transformation by
integrating Christian faith into concrete actions, such as education, skills training,
economic assistance, and spiritual guidance. The values of love, justice, and solidarity
taught by Jesus serve as the primary foundation for designing social programs
oriented toward meeting basic needs and shaping community character. Effective
church ministry demonstrates that collaboration between the church, the community,
and other institutions is key to success. Empowerment programs that involve the
active participation of local communities not only improve skills and economic well-
being but also build a sense of responsibility and ownership. This demonstrates that
faith expressed through social action can produce sustainable social change and create
more independent and empowered communities. Furthermore, research has found
that a contextual and empathetic pastoral approach is crucial in addressing poverty.
The church needs to understand the social and cultural conditions of poor
communities so that the services provided are relevant and well-received. A purely
doctrinal or instructional approach tends to be less effective, as communities need real
interactions that demonstrate love, care, and practical support in their daily lives. The
use of digital technology is also an innovation in modern church social ministry.
Digital platforms such as social media, websites, and mobile apps can be used to
disseminate information, raise funds, and facilitate community participation in
empowerment programs. This digital approach enables churches to reach more
people, increase transparency, and strengthen social networks that support
community empowerment.

Furthermore, the study's findings emphasize the importance of strengthening the
church's internal capacity to implement social justice programs. This includes training
pastors and church ministers in social project management, economic literacy, and
socio-cultural understanding of poor communities. With adequate capacity, churches
can develop more structured, sustainable, and impactful ministry programs. Overall,
the research findings confirm that Christian faith, manifested in social action, can be
an effective tool for reducing social inequality and empowering poor communities.
Churches that integrate the values of the Kingdom of God into social service not only
strengthen the spirituality of their congregations but also make a tangible contribution
to building a more just, inclusive, and sustainable society.

CONCLUSION
This research confirms that poverty is not merely an economic issue, but also a moral
and spiritual challenge that requires a Christian response. The values of the Kingdom
of God—1love, justice, and solidarity —form the foundation for the church's active
involvement in empowering poor communities in Indonesia. Through social services
integrated with the teachings of faith, the church can promote sustainable social
change and build a more independent and just society. Effective church ministry
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encompasses a combination of education, skills training, economic assistance, spiritual
accompaniment, and an empathetic and contextual pastoral approach. Collaboration
with families, communities, educational institutions, and other organizations is also
crucial in enhancing the success of empowerment programs. Digital approaches
further expand the reach and effectiveness of ministry, enabling churches to reach
more people and build social networks that support social justice. In conclusion,
Christian faith manifested in concrete action against poverty not only strengthens
individual spirituality but also makes a significant contribution to the development of
a just, inclusive, and sustainable society. The Church, as an agent of moral and social
transformation, plays a strategic role in implementing the values of the Kingdom of
God, thereby shaping generations and communities aware of social responsibility and
capable of living according to the principles of the Christian faith in modern society.
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